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seem effectually to place a bar against amelioration
in that quarter. What time and change of political
circumstances may bring about, it is difficult, if not
impossible, to say.

The public festivals, and other out-of-door habits
of the Hindoos, however, do certainly include some
points of transient interest. But they are so entirely
without taste or fancy, that the attention of a European
becomes fatigued, as soon as his mere curiosity is
satisfied. I remember experiencing this process in
the interior of the South of India on two different
occasions, between which an interval of more than a
year elapsed. My headquarters, in both cases, was
the British resident's house, or residency, at Mysore,
a town about ten miles from Seringapatam. The
country of Mysore, after we had conquered it from
Tippoo, was restored by us, as I have already men-
tioned, to the original native dynasty of the Hindoos.
As a measure of precaution, however, we retained the
island of Seringapatam,1 in the river Cauvery, garrisoned
it, and kept the British flag flying on the forts. It was
Stipulated, also, that a subsidiary force, consisting of
several thousand men, partly European and partly
native, but all officered by English, and under the
command of a general officer, should be maintained by
the Company, in the heart of the country. The obje6t
of this subsidiary force [so called from a subsidy being

1 [This famous fortress, the capital of Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan,
lies on an island in the Cauvery, about 77 miles from Bangalore.
It was twice taken by the British, in 1792, and again by storm
in 1799, when Tipu fell in the breach. The old Hindu raj was then
restored in the person of Sri Krishna Raja Wodeyar, a boy of five
years of age, who was supervised by the celebrated Diwan or Prime
Minister Ramrao Purnia. Ten years later, the young raja dismissed
his minister and, as we may well expect from reading Basil Hall's
account, entered upon a life of extravagant misrule, which led to his
deposition by LordABentinck in 1832. Lord Ripon restored the
kingdom in 1881.]
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